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ancient rule of the Ottoman Empire should be observed hence-
forth in times of peace with reference to any Powers what-
soever, the Court of Britain promises also to conform to this
principle."
The clause was cleverly drawn. Turkey insists on her
sovereign rights and wins from Britain a formal recogni-
tion of them. In reality, Britain becomes the guardian of
the Straits almost as much as Turkey. The provision con-
stitutes the germ of the international convention laid down
in the Straits Convention of 1841 when England again was
to have its say as to the settlement of the question.24
Upon the whole, the Napoleonic period left the matter
as Turkey and England wished.
RUSSIAN TRIUMPHS
At the Congress of Vienna the question of the Straits
was not considered, nor even the larger problem of the
Ottoman Empire. The British Government supported Met-
ternich's plan to guarantee the existence of Turkey, but the
Porte itself was suspicious of too much guardianship by the
British. British mediation suggested too nearly the idea of a
protectorate. In a sense, therefore, Turkey played into the
hands of the Czar, who wished to avoid any guarantee of
Ottoman integrity; and Turkey remained outside the Eu-
ropean state-system.
But the Near Eastern question could not be shelved.
European Turkey in the years following the Congress of
Vienna became the theater of feud and massacre, culminat-
ing in the horrors of the Greek War of Independence
2*Cf. Phillipson and Buxton, op. cit., p. 43. Goriainow, op. cit.}
Chap. II, gives Russian data.